
MISSION STATEMENT:  

We are people of God, 

celebra  ng our faith

as a parish.

With diverse roots

and unique talents,

we strive to live

our bap  smal

commitment to love

and serve God

and neighbor.

As we gather in prayer 

and worship to praise

our Lord, we share a 

communion of faith, 

grace and service.

We endeavor to live

as Chris  ans

by reaching out to our  

brothers and sisters, 

proclaiming the Word,

demonstra  ng

compassion, and 

by sharing our faith 

through evangeliza  on

in order to make our 

parish a community of 

love and service.

THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

APRIL 18, 2021

Parish Leader and DRE: Deacon Randy Smith   330-323-5904
Offi  ce/ St. Mary Site: 1602 Market Ave. S., Canton, OH 44707   330-453-2110

Offi  ce is open 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday - Friday
St. Benedict Site: 2207 Third St. SE., Canton, OH 44707

Sunday Eucharis  c Celebra  ons:
8 a.m. St. Mary Worship Site  &   11 a.m. St. Benedict Worship Site

Weekday Eucharis  c Celebra  ons:
8:30 a.m. Wednesday & Friday, St. Mary Worship Site

Liturgy of the Word with Communion:
8:30 a.m. Tuesday & Thursday, St. Mary Worship Site

Reconcilia  on: First Sunday of the Month
9 a.m. St. Mary Worship Site  &   10:30 a.m. St. Benedict Worship Site

Sacristan/Secretary: Brenda Jones      CCD Principal: Lee Ann Smith   330-575-0918
Facili  es Manager: Shawn Roush        Bulle  ns/Secretary:  Chris  ne Freese

Website: StMary-StBenedict.com   Email: Offi  ceStM-StB@sbcglobal.net 
Facebook: St Mary/St Benedict Catholic Church
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N Lord,
let your face
shine on us

(Psalm 4).



REJOICE AND BE GLAD!

Peter’s speech begins with a prayer formula familiar to Jews: “The God of 
Abraham . . .” (Acts 3:13). It likewise contains the potent phrases “Holy 
and Righteous One” and “mouth of all the prophets” (3:14, 18). Peter was 
stating in no uncertain terms that the law, psalms, and prophets had been 
fulfi lled in Christ. This is reinforced by Jesus himself in the Gospel passage, 
when he states that everything in the scriptures (to the early Christians “the 
scriptures” were what we call the Old Testament) had to be fulfi lled. Above 
all, Jesus and Peter both emphasize that we are witnesses to all of this, and 
are sent forth to bear witness to it in the world. The Latin Missa, from which 
our word “Mass” comes, means “sent” (as in “mission”). As we leave Mass 
today, let us remember to be witnesses to all that has been fulfi lled in 
the risen Christ.
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UPCOMING

April 25th—World Day for Voca  ons
May 2nd CONFESSIONS: A  er the 8am Mass & before the 11am Mass.
May 2nd CONFIRMATION: 2pm Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kraszewski will be presiding.
May 23rd PENTECOST SUNDAY

With a full heart, we open our arms 
to you in friendship. We're honored 

to share this day with you as we 
worship God. We hope that the

celebra  on of the Holy Eucharist 
and other events posted on our 
website and Facebook page will 
touch your heart and that you
experience a sense of peace.
We also hope you'll con  nue

in the knowledge that
St. Mary/St. Benedict parish is a 
home away from home. Deacon 
Randy is always available to you.

You’re welcome to contact
him directly: 330 323 5904.

Thank you for your pa  ence
and understanding

while complying with the
diff erent changes in place

due to the Pandemic.

WELC     ME!
3rd SUNDAY of EASTER April 18th
 Mass: 8am @ St M & 11am @ St. B

________________________________________
MONDAY April 19th

  
________________________________________
TUESDAY April 20th

Liturgy of the Word & Communion
 8:30am @ St. Mary

________________________________________
WEDNESDAY April 21st
 Mass: 8:30am @ St Mary
   
________________________________________
THURSDAY April 22nd

Liturgy of the Word & Communion
 8:30am @ St. Mary
 Final Pivotal Players Group Study
 6:30pm @ St. B
 Earth Day
________________________________________

FRIDAY April 23rd
Mass: 8:30 am @ St Mary

________________________________________
SATURDAY April 24th  

Online Giving       EASY  |  FAST  |  SECURE
     c o m i n g  s o o n

4TH SUNDAY of EASTER April 25TH
 Mass: 8am @ St M & 11am @ St. B
 World Day for Voca  ons
 Confi rma  on Retreat
 11am-3:30pm @ St. Benedict
 Fr. Manning’s Birthday
________________________________________
MONDAY April 26th

  
________________________________________
TUESDAY April 27th

Liturgy of the Word & Communion
 8:30am @ St. Mary

________________________________________
WEDNESDAY April 28th
 Mass: 8:30am @ St Mary
   
________________________________________
THURSDAY April 29th

Liturgy of the Word & Communion
 8:30am @ St. Mary
 Pivotal Players Group Study
 WRAP-UP 6:30pm @ St. B

________________________________________
FRIDAY April 30th

Mass: 8:30 am @ St Mary

 Arbor Day
________________________________________

SATURDAY May 1st  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 
29-30; 
 Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 
7b, 8a, 
 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 
4-7a; Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; 
 Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-
69
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 
26, 28, 29; 
 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18

INDEED!
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We wish to sincerely thank you
for your support of divine worship,

and Apostolic works of charity.
Your help also sustains our Diocesan 

clergy and religious.

Easter: April 4th 2021
Regular Collec  on—$3,042.00 (38 env.)

Easter Collec  on—$4,804.00 (49env)
Holy Thursday—$225.00 (14 env.)

Rice Bowl Collec  on—$414.15 (12 env.)
Good Friday—$245.00 (10 env.)

The inten  ons of the Pope: 
Fundamental Rights

We pray for those who risk their lives
while fi gh  ng for fundamental rights

under dictatorships, authoritarian
regimes & even democracies in crisis.

t
For the Church, may the Holy Spirit

guide us in loving one another
as God loves us.

t
For leaders of na  ons, may God guide 

them in just decision-making
for safety and protec  on against

terrorism and violence

t
For true apprecia  on of farmers, farm 
workers, & all who plant or tend to the 

crops that nourish us throughout
the year.

t
For Bishop Bonnar, give him a spirit of
courage & right judgment, a spirit of

knowledge & love. 

t
For the parish family, may the Lord 

con  nue to help us grow in faith
and to conform our   lives to him

___________________________________

Prayer Chain: Please speak with
Sue Ritzert 330-488-0721 or the offi  ce.

LET US PRAY

4/18 - 8am L: Helen Engel AS: Cheryl Lofl and & Ame Kiko
4/18 - 11am L:  Brenda Jones AS:  Bill & Joey Pa  erson

4/25 - 8am L: Rick Wadsworth AS: Marlene Weekley & Rosaley Foracker
4/25 - 11am L:  LeeAnn Smith AS:  Sydney Sibila

Thank You THE CELEBRATION OF THE MASS AT ST. MARY/ST. BENEDICT IS POSTED 
LIVE ON FACEBOOK & TO THE WEBSITE EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

Mass or sanctuary candle intentions are beautiful ways to pray for friends and family.
Thank you for the $10.00 stipend for each intention.

Contact the parish offi ce to discuss other options for honoring loved ones.

Sunday, April 25, 2021—8 am
+Beverly Moauro

Off ered by the Moauro family

Sunday, April 25, 2021—11 am
+Bob Risaliti

Off ered by Dave & Roseann Carper

Wednesday, April 28, 2021—8:30 am
+Donald Schneider
Off ered by Daphne Diss

Friday, April 30, 2021—8:30 am
+Tom Tinlin & Howard Tinlin

Off ered by Pat Koller

Sunday, April 18, 2021—8 am
+Cornell Matronia

Off ered by the Matronia family

Sunday, April 18, 2021—11 am
+Eugene Rice

Off ered by Lisa Edmunds

Wednesday, April 21, 2021—8:30 am
+Connie Donahue

Off ered by the Donahue Family

Friday, April 23, 2021—8:30 am
+Deceased of the Feller Family

Off ered by John Moauro

April 18th-25th—St. Mary
+Denise Himes

Off ered by Sco   Himes

April 18th-25th—St. Benedict
+Eugene Rice

Off ered by Doug & Chris DeLashmu  
& Sue Rice

April 25th-May 2nd—St. Mary
+Delma & Yolanda Vincent

Off ered by Dorothy & Roger Vincent

April 25th - May 2nd—St. Benedict
+Fr. Noel

Off ered by Ruth Chipko

GUIDELINES: We are accep  ng requests for Masses and Sanctuary Candles for 2021.
In December we will start taking requests for 2022. You may call or write to the parish offi  ce. 
Due to the limited number of available dates, and in the spirit of fairness: A) You may schedule up to four (4) 
dates per single inten  on. (i.e. four dates for Mrs Anna Blank) B) An individual will be able to schedule their 
inten  ons, as close to a preferred date, as follows: 1 Sunday; 1 or 2 weekday; 1 or 2 Sanctuary Candle(s).
*See other opportuni  es.
For the recently deceased, regardless of who calls with the inten  on, we will do our best to accommodate up 
to four (4) addi  onal Masses or candles for the fi rst year. In other words, there is a maximum limit of eight (8) 
total Masses and candles per year for any one individual. *See other opportuni  es.
Please remember: A) You may have more than one person named in a single inten  on. (i.e.: Mr & Mrs Blank 
and Joseph Somebody) B) Inten  ons are not exclusively for the deceased. (i.e.: Anniversary blessings)
No specifi c Mass inten  ons are taken for the following dates: Christmas Vigil or Day, Easter Vigil or Day,
All Saints, All Souls, Thanksgiving, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day. These dates will be off ered in
remembrance of either the fl ower memorials, memorial fund members, living and deceased mothers and 
fathers, or the living and deceased of our parish family as a whole.
Special note: Mass is celebrated, perpetually, every First Friday of the month for all Memorial Fund
benefactors. Contact the offi  ce if you would like to learn more about the perpetual memorial fund and having 
yourself or a loved one honored as a benefactor.
*Other opportuni  es to honor and memorialize loved ones: A) Consider taking advantage of the ability of 
our offi  ce to schedule Masses with Fr. Patrick Manning at the Seminary. (As you know, all blessings and graces 
are conferred, whether or not you personally are present at the celebra  on.)
B) With $100.00 or more dona  on a plaque with your inten  on could be permanently placed in an
appropriate loca  on of the church. Your memorial would help fund a specifi c project of your choice,
such as restora  on of the church sites, or restora  on of a statue, or new vestments, etc.
Always keep in mind: There is a chance the schedule may need to be adjusted before the end of the year.
As need be, you will be no  fi ed by phone or mail of any unforeseen changes.

MASS INTENTIONS

April 18-25th—St. Mary

Off ered by the parish family

April 1—St. Benedict 

Off ered by the parish family

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR INTENTIONS

LECTOR & SERVER SCHEDULE

A beautiful way to pray for friends and loved ones
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Some Saints are privileged to extend to us their 
patronage with particular effi cacy in certain 
needs, but not in others; but our holy patron
St. Joseph has the power to assist us in all cases, 
in every necessity, in every undertaking. 

– St. Thomas Aquinas

PAPER BAGS NEEDED!
The Food Pantry ministry is in need 
of new or clean, gently used paper 
bags for the grocery distribu  on. If 
possible, please drop off  bags at the 
entrance of the church. Linda Miller 
and her assistants will make sure they 
get put to good use! Thank you.

KEEP YOUR TAX DOLLARS
FROM GOING TO ABORTION! 
www.notaxpayerabor  on.com 
For more informa  on contact
330-744-8451ext.272 or dschmidt@
youngstowndiocese.org.

LITURGICAL DIRECTIVES
for the Celebra  on of Mass during the Pandemic

The Liturgical Direc  ves/Guidelines 
for the Resump  on of Public Mass 
published in June 2020 have been 
updated to refl ect improving circum-
stances of the pandemic.  Parishes 
are s  ll to follow the direc  ves and 
mandates issued by the Governor of 
Ohio or local offi  cials.
 The Catholic faithful who reside 
in the Diocese of Youngstown and all 
other Catholics in the diocese and
especially those who are sick, or at 
high risk of becoming sick con  nue to 
be dispensed from their Sunday
obliga  on un  l further no  ce.
However,  as more social aspects of 
life approach normalcy, along with an 
increase in people being vaccinated, 
those who are able should consider 
returning to worship.
 We may have up to 50% capacity.

Missals are available at the 

entrance of the church. Please make 
sure you put your name  on the front 
cover as iden  fi ca  on. You will be 
required to take the missal back and 
forth with you. Missals le   in the 
pew will be held for one week, then 
discarded.
 When entering the church, using 
sani  zer and wearing face masks is 
s  ll very important.
 Regardless of immuniza  on sta-
tus, distancing is s  ll recommended 
(i.e.: no embracing or shaking hands).
 Current prac  ces for the recep  on 
of communion remain in eff ect.

GROUP STUDY
Thursdays at 6:30pm in our
St. Benedict hall  “BISHOP BARRON’S 
PIVOTAL PLAYERS” is presented by 
Deacon Randy.  This mul  -part fi lm
series & study program illuminates  
saints, ar  sts, mys  cs, and scholars 
who not only shaped the life of the 
Church but changed the course of
civiliza  on. The fi nal video will be 
shown April 22nd! *Safety precau  ons maintained.

THE EXPONENT
The Exponent is your source for infor-
ma  ve, reliable, and doctrinally sound 
news stories, features, and commen-
tary – keeping you up to date on local 
events such as the vandalism at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
To subscribe, call 330-744-5251 
or email exposubscrip  ons@
youngstowndiocese.org to request 
subscrip  on informa  on. 
Thank you for your support!

Fai  h  H  pe  L  vedv
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL:

Let us give alms because we want to 
place ourselves in God’s presence.

____________________________________________________________

We are joining parishes throughout 
the Diocese of Youngstown in asking 
every Catholic family to support the 

2021 Annual Bishop’s Appeal.
The Appeal is the primary funding 

source for Catholic Chari  es
in the six coun  es of our diocese. 

This campaign also helps to support 
our diocesan ministries including sem-

inarian forma  on and the
Offi  ce of Voca  ons, the Offi  ce of 

Catholic Schools, Religious Educa  on, 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, and 

the Catholic Television Network of 
Youngstown (CTNY).

To properly support the eff orts of
Catholic Chari  es and the important 

Diocesan ministries, this year’s
appeal goal is $4 million.

Our St. Mary/St. Benedict parish
family has an individual goal of 

$34,100.00.
As of April 8th,

we are already at 75.32%
of this goal with

$25,684.00 commi  ed!!
(90 par  cipa  ng families out of 467)

CCC: Love for the Poor 2544-2547, 2443

God blesses those who come to 
the aid of the poor and rebukes 
those who turn away from them: 
“Give to him who begs from you, 
do not refuse him who would 
borrow from you”; “you received 
without pay, give without pay.”
232 It is by what they have done 
for the poor that Jesus Christ will 
recognize his chosen ones.
233 When “the poor have the 
good news preached to them,”
it is the sign of Christ’s presence.
234 (786,525, 544, 853)

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS - Sunday April 25th
Also known as “Good Shepherd Sunday”

Please pray that young men and women to hear and respond to the Lord’s 
call to priesthood, diaconate, religious life, socie  es of apostolic life or 

secular ins  tutes.
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You and friends are invited to the next youth ministry mee  ng
in TONIGHT, 6:30 pm at St. Joan of Arc.  All teens in grades
7th-12th are welcome to enjoy a fun & faithful evening.
Call Deacon Randy for details/ques  ons. *Safety precau  ons will be in eff ect.

HONORING MARRIAGE
25th, 40th, 50th & Over
Wedding Anniversary Celebra  on
The Diocese is sponsoring a Wedding 
Anniversary Celebra  on on Sunday, 
June 13, 2:00 p.m. at St. Columba 
Cathedral honoring couples observing 
their 25th, 40th, 50th & over wedding 
anniversaries in 2021. The celebra  on 
will include Mass with Bishop David 
J. Bonnar, renewal of marriage vows 
and a personalized cer  fi cate for each 
couple. Couples may opt to a  end 
the Mass in person at the Cathedral 
or they may par  cipate remotely via 
livestreaming on the diocesan web-
site: www.doy.org. Limited spaces are 
available for couples at the cathe-
dral.  You must make reserva  ons in 
advance for this event by contac  ng 
your parish offi  ce before May 13. 
NOTE: One or both spouses must be 
Catholic. The marriage must be recog-
nized by the Church. You will need the 
pastor’s signature. Please contact the 
parish offi  ce.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Diocese of Youngstown Catholic 
Chari  es Corpora  on seeks execu-
 ve director for Catholic Chari  es 

Serving Portage and Stark Coun  es.  
Responsibili  es include managing 
opera  ons, personnel, programs/

ministries, strategic planning, and fi -
nances, while promo  ng the agency’s 
mission, vision, values and Catholic 
Iden  ty. Ideal candidate is a living 
witness to the Roman Catholic faith 
through engagement in parish life and 
regular sacramental prac  ce; has an 
advanced degree in human services, 
business, public administra  on, or 
related fi eld; and has a minimum of 
fi ve years of experience in a non-profi t 
health and human services fi eld, with 
a record of progressive leadership, 
management, and opera  onal respon-
sibili  es. Candidates must have a valid 
driver’s license and reliable transpor-
ta  on, as well as the ability to work 
evenings and weekends as necessary. 
Posi  on off ers compe   ve salary 
and benefi ts package. Send le  er of 
intent, salary requirement, resume, 
and three professional references to 
ccspscdirector@gmail.com.  Deadline 
for applica  on: April 23, 2021.

PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel of Northeast Ohio is 
the Catholic Church’s ministry to those 
who have been involved in abor  on.
Those seeking CONFIDENTIAL help 
for themselves or someone else may 
text or call 330-360-0430 or they may 
go to: h  ps//:hopea  erabor  onneo.
weebly.com/

We are an
EASTER

people

And
ALLELUIA
is our song!

 A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE WHAT, HOW, AND WHY

Why do we make a li  le cross on our head, lips, and heart before the Gospel is read?
Because these outward gestures made with our bodies are poin  ng to an inward prayer that is 
happening in our hearts. 
Remember, the cross itself is a sign of redemp  on in and through Jesus Christ. When we make this 
sign of the cross, in any form, it’s an outward act to profess our inward faith in the Trinity. This sign 
declares that, through our bap  sm, we belong to God.
The reason for making a cross during this period of the Mass is to highlight the importance of the 
Word of God we are about to hear. We are asking that the Word of God pierce our mind, lips,
and hearts.
~We cross our forehead so that the Word of God may be in our thoughts and purify our minds.
~We cross our lips so that our speech may be holy and incline us to share the Gospel with others.
~We cross our hearts to invite God to strengthen our love for Him and others.
All of this is so that we might know, proclaim, and love Jesus Christ all the more.
So next  me you’re at Mass and the Gospel is about to be proclaimed pray:
‘The word of God be ever in my mind, proclaimed by my lips, and pierce my heart leading me
to deeper communion with you, Jesus.’

APRIL 22
IS EARTH DAY!

As Catholics, we are called to:
• uphold life and the dignity
 of each human person
• support families and future
 genera  ons
• love the poor and vulnerable

• advocate for basic rights and
 a just economy
• be in solidarity with all, as one
 human family
• care for all of God’s crea  on

Grounded in our Catholic Tradi  on, 
now is the  me to protect the earth 
for our children and grandchildren.

PRAY to hear God’s call to live
our faith for the common good, 
knowing that everything is
interconnected.

LEARN how the climate crisis is a 
profound moral issue greatly
aff ec  ng the poor and vulnerable.

TELL your local and na  onal leaders 
to protect crea  on.

Praise be to you, our Lord, 
God of all Creation!

LEARN MORE! 
usccb.org/environment 
wearesaltandlight.org/cst101 
catholicclimatecovenant.org
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RESPECT LIFE
Seven Considerations
While Navigating Infertility
We o  en assume parenthood happens
easily a  er “I do,” but for many married 
couples, it does not. For some, the joy of 
concep  on never happens. Others suff er
repeated miscarriages. S  ll others experi-
ence secondary infer  lity: a  er giving birth 
to one or more children, they are unable to 
have another. If you experience diffi  culty 
bringing a child into your family, know that 
God is with you, and that He has a beau  ful 

respectlifeprogram.org/navigating-infertility

plan for your life as a married couple.
You are not alone; His Church desires to 
walk with you. The full ar  cle at the website 
listed above contains compassionate,
prac  cal guidance, intended primarily for 
married couples struggling with infer  lity, 
though others may also fi nd it to be
informa  ve.

This is a summary of a USCCB Respect Life
Program ar  cle by the same name & is reprinted
with permission. 

PARISH CCD PROGRAM 2020-2021
On April 11th, our Sunday School classes
concluded for the year. I offer my heartfelt thanks to
Helen Engel, Carolina Bejarano Eyl, Kim Ferguson, and
Linda Miller. When this school year began in the midst
of the pandemic, we knew there would be challenges.
These ladies met them head-on. While Deacon Randy led
discussions with the parents, our catechists met once a
month, in person, with their students. They also planned
lessons for at-home study, which were meaningful and fun.
They took extra care to ensure the lessons were not overly
challenging because they understand that this would also
  be challenging for the parents.
          Thank you Helen, Carol, Kim and Linda!
          You are appreciated!
       I would also like to thank our
      maintenance staff for their efforts
       in setting up a safe learning  environment.
       With gratitude, Lee Ann Smith
          CCD Principal

k

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish

On May 28, 2010, Most Reverend George 
V. Murry, S.J. announced the decision 
to combine the parishes of St. Mary’s 
Immaculate Concep  on and St. Benedict. 
The two parishes offi  cially merged on 
March 25, 2011. The new name of St. 
Mary/St. Benedict Parish was adopted. A 
new, single parish, with two func  oning 
church sites, was established. Fr. Benson 
Okpara was appointed administrator. 

The Reverend Benson C. Okpara, Ph.D.
—Administrator 2011-2019

Fr. Benson was ordained in 1991 by The 
Most Reverend Gregory Ochiagha, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Orlu, Nigeria. Father 
Benson has Bachelors of Arts in Philoso-
phy (BA) and Bachelors of Arts in Theol-
ogy (BA) from Urban University in Rome. 
He served as a parish priest in Nigeria for 
eight years—St Paul’s Parish Uzii in Ideato 
North LGA, Nigeria (1992 -1998) and St 
John Parish Urualla (1998 -1999). He also 
taught at Custos Ecclesiae Seminary, Uzii, 
Ideato North LGA, Nigeria (1992-98).
Pursuing a Masters degree in Educa  on, 
he relocated to the United States in 1999 
at John Carroll University in Cleveland 
Ohio, and graduated with (MAEd.) 2001.  
He was invited to serve in several parish-
es in Ohio by The Most Reverend Thomas 
Tobin, Bishop of Youngstown Diocese.  
Father Benson has served in the following 
parishes (1) Holy Family Parish Poland 
Ohio, USA - Associate Pastor (2001 -2005) 
(2) St Michael the Archangel Parish Can-
ton Ohio -Associate Pastor (2005 – 2007). 
(3) St Benedict Parish Canton Ohio – 
Administrator (2007-2011) Father Okpara 
holds a Ph.D. in counseling educa  on and 
supervision from the University of Akron. 
He also taught as an adjunct Professor at 
Walsh University, Canton Ohio.
Fr. Benson was appointed by the Most 
Rev. Bishop Augus  n  Ukwuoma of the 
Diocese of Orlu, Nigeria (Fr.’s home 
diocese), to be coordinator, vicar of 54 
priests who are studying in the US; or 
who are pastors/associate pastors; or 
in the US army; or ill; or hospital chap-
lains.  His responsibili  es are to see to 
the welfare of the priests, visit them, and 
convey their concerns to the Diocese of 
Orlu. He is also the President of Amaruru, 
Ihitenansa and Assah Ubirielem (AIA)
USA branch.

(to be con  nued)

APRIL IS NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
Your local Vic  m Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone 
who has been abused or vic  mized by someone represen  ng the Catholic 

Church.  We encourage you to come forward and speak out.
How to Report Suspected Child/Vulnerable Adult Abuse

To Civil Authori  es: Report any incidents of suspected abuse or neglect to 
Children Services in your county or to local law enforcement. 
To the Diocese of Youngstown: Report any incidents of suspected abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Youngstown to civil authori  es and to the Dioce-
san Safe Environment/Vic  m Assistance Coordinator, Dominic Colucy. 
Offi  ce: 330-744-8451 
Response Line: 330-718-1388
By Mail: Catholic Diocese of Youngstown, A  n. Dominic Colucy, 144 W. 
Wood St., Youngtown, OH 44503

For addi  onal resources please visit doy.org/safe-environment/.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________
PASCHAL BANQUET: CCC 1382-1390
To receive communion is to receive Christ himself. The altar is the symbol of Christ, present in the midst of the assembly of 
his faithful, both as the vic  m off ered and as food from heaven who is giving himself to us. To respond to this invita  on we 
must prepare ourselves for so great a moment. The faithful should observe the fast required. Bodily demeanor, clothing—
ought to convey the respect, solemnity and joy of this moment. We are strongly urged to examine our consciences, and if 
aware of grave sin, seek the Sacrament of Reconcilia  on before receiving communion. If in doubt, Spiritual Recep  on of 
the Eucharist is a perfectly legi  mate alterna  ve.

BAPTISM: Through Bap  sm we are freed 
from sin and reborn as members of Christ. 
We are incorporated into the Church and 
made sharers in her mission. Parents 
(when possible Godparents as well) are 
asked to a  end a class of prepara  on 
(scheduled as needed.)

COMPLIANCE FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF THE VULNERABLE: 
A. Updated Authoriza  on & Verifi ca  on 
and Acknowledgment Forms.
All Clergy, Religious, Seminarians, Persons 
in Forma  on, and Employees, and those 
Volunteers who work with children or 
vulnerable adults, must review a paper or 
electronic copy of the Safe Environment 
Policy and electronically sign the
Authoriza  on & Verifi ca  on Form and 
Acknowledgment Form on the VIRTUS 
account page.
B. Fingerprin  ng and Background Checks. 
All [as listed above] must obtain a BCI or 
BCI/FBI background check. Any Webcheck 
loca  on may be used and loca  ons can be 
found at www.ohioa  orneygeneral.gov.  
Background checks must be sent directly 
to: Catholic Diocese of Youngstown A  n: 
Safe Environment Offi  ce 144 W. Wood St. 
Youngstown, OH 44503
C. VIRTUS Protec  ng God’s Children 
Class. All [as listed above] must complete 
the VIRTUS Protec  ng God’s Children 
in-service class. Visit the Safe Environ-
ment page on the diocesan website for a 
schedule of VIRTUS in-service classes and 
to register in either English or Spanish. 
*Un  l the threat of covid-19 has
subsided, individuals are permi  ed to 
take the course on-line.  

CONFESSION:  1st Sunday of the month 
or by appointment.  First Sundays: directly 
a  er the 8 am Mass at St. Mary’s and 
before the 11 am Mass at St. Benedict’s.

 CONFIRMATION: The recep  on of this
 Sacrament is necessary for comple  on
 of  bap  smal graces and enriches one
 with special strength from the Holy Spirit. 
 May 2nd at 2pm @ St. Benedict.
 Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kraszewski
 will be presiding.
 More informa  on to follow.
 Please contact Deacon Randy Smith.

DIOCESAN GUIDELINES asks that every-
one please wear face coverings when at 
Mass or at Parish Events. The wearing of 

face coverings by all liturgical ministers, 
especially during the distribu  on of Holy 
Communion is being observed.
Please keep trying your best to stay six 
feet apart when choosing the pew to sit 
in. Above all, stay focused on the real 
reason we are at Mass:
Your rela  onship with Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, the cross and the real
presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

Dispensa  on from the obliga  on to
a  end Mass (especially those who are 
sick, or at high risk of becoming sick)
con  nues to be in eff ect un  l further 
no  ce. Thankfully, there are numerous 
digital and televised opportuni  es for 
viewing Mass and par  cipa  ng in
Spiritual Communion.

NEW DRIVER’S LICENSE?
To all teens: we, your parish family, are 
proud of you and would like to share in 
the happiness of this achievement. Please 
contact the parish offi  ce so we can set up
a  me to get together with Deacon Randy. 

FAITH FORMATION: is a commitment by 
all bap  zed Catholics to lifelong learning 
and openness to grow in knowledge of 
the faith. Sugges  ons: Youth Religious 
Ed, RCIA, Bible study group; books, CD’s; 
Catholic Radio; talk with our Deacon 
Randy or a priest; read your Bible and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church,  and 
pray always.

HOSPITAL CALLS:  At this  me hospitals 
are restric  ng all visita  on. Excep  ons 
to this rule are for extremely dire situa-
 ons. Please no  fy the Parish offi  ce when 

you or a loved one is hospitalized. Due 
to HIPAA privacy laws, hospitals do not 
no  fy us if your loved one is admi  ed. 
Please understand that the offi  ce mes-
sage system is not connected to private 
cell numbers. You are always welcome to 
call Deacon Randy Smith directly.

LITURGY: Our current Sunday Lec  onary 
distributes readings from the Bible over a 
3-year cycle. Each draws it’s Gospel read-
ings primarily from one of the three syn-
op  c Gospels: Ma  hew, Mark and Luke, 
respec  vely. John’s Gospel is reserved 
mostly for Advent, Christmas, Lent and 
Easter. THIS YEAR WE WILL HEAR MARK’S
GOSPEL PROCLAIMED, MOST SUNDAYS. 

BEING A PARISH FAMILY: Our church 
is here to share the story of Jesus Christ, 
the Father and the Holy Spirit in all its 
fullness, to answer your ques  ons, and to 
help you grow in faith.
    Have you or a family member been 
away from the church for a while? Would 
you or a family member like to complete 
sacraments? We’d consider it a privilege 
if you were to call the offi  ce or Deacon 
Randy directly (see front of bulle  n.)
    If you are considering becoming a 
Catholic, this is not a decision to be taken 
lightly. Again, you can always contact
Deacon directly – any  me. Also, consider 
exploring these sites: www.usccb.org; 
www.doy.org; www.catechist.com; www.
avemariapress.com; www.ohiocathconf.
org; www.catholic.com

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS: At this 
 me, all processions have been stopped. 

A basket for off ertory dona  ons can be 
found at the entrance of the church. You 
also have the op  on of mailing in the 
collec  on envelopes.

RCIA: The Rite of Chris  an Ini  a  on of 
Adults is a formal process developed 
for prospec  ve candidates to introduce 
aspects of Catholic beliefs and prac  c-
es. Anyone seeking instruc  on in the 
Catholic faith, or who has ques  ons about 
celebra  ng sacraments they missed, is 
welcome and encouraged to call Deacon 
Randy Smith.

RECORDS UPDATE: We ask that all
members provide their informa  on 
such as address changes; phone number 
changes; email accounts; preferences in 
receiving bulle  ns or “Robo calls;” etc. 
The informa  on provided is for internal 
purposes only. Please contact the parish 
offi  ce as soon as possible. Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP: As Chris  an stewards, are 
we willing to use our gi  s of infl uence to 
point others to Christ? Are we using our 
talents to reveal God in the world.

VOCATIONS: Discerning a voca  on
to the priesthood or religious life?
Contact Fr. Sco   Kopp 330-744-8451
skopp@youngstowndiocese.org
or Deacon Randy Smith.
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 216-367-5748 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Darden card with 
FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home 
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. 
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and 
complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted 
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or 
discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and 
is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.

Expires 03/31/21. 

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Please Ask
 For Details

30 plus Years of Design & 
Painting Experience!

theirishmans.toolbox@gmail.com
Kevin Murphy  330-704-9695

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-945-6629

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


