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GET IN TOUCH 
Parish Office 
330-453-2110 
www.stmary-stbenedict.com 
stmarystbenedict2011@gmail.com 
Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 
9:00am-3:00pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30am | Communion Service  
St. Mary’s 
Wednesdays & Fridays 
8:30am | St. Mary’s 
Weekends 
Sunday | 8:00am St. Mary’s 
11:00am| St. Benedict’s 
 

Confessions 
Second Sunday of the Month 
 9:00am | St. Mary’s 
10:30am|St. Benedict’s 

 
PARISH STAFF 
Diocesan Pastoral Associate & 
DRE 
Deacon Randy Smith  
330-323-5904 
Secretary/Sacristan 
Brenda Jones 
Facilities Manager 
Shawn Roush 
Bookkeeper 
Mary Puskarich 
Children’s Faith Formation 
Principal 
Lee Ann Smith | 330-575-0918 
 

OUR MISSION 
We are people of God, celebrating our faith as a parish. With diverse roots and unique 
talents, we strive to love and serve God and neighbor. As we gather in prayer and 
worship to praise our Lord, we share a communion of faith, grace, and service. We 
endeavor to live as Christians by reaching out to our brothers and sisters, proclaiming 
the Word, demonstrating compassion, and by sharing our faith through evangelization 
in order to make our parish a community of love and service. 



2 | THE COMING WEEKS 
St. Mary / St. Benedict Parish | www.stmary-stbenedict.com 

WELCOME! 
With a full heart, we open our arms 
to you in friendship. We are honored 
to share this day with you as we 
worship God. We hope that the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 
other events posted on our website 
and Facebook page will touch your 
heart and that you experience a 
sense of peace. We also hope you will 
continue in the knowledge that  
St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish is a home 
away from home. 
 
If you wish to join our parish 
family, register at the parish office 
or call the office at 330-453-2110 to 
register over the phone! 
 
Deacon Randy is always available to 
you. You are welcome to contact him 
directly at 330-323-5904. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, January 29 
  8:00am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
  9:30am-10:45am|Children’s Faith Formation (St. Benedict’s) 
  6:30pm-8:00pm  |Youth Group (St. Joseph’s) 

Monday, January 30 
Tuesday, January 31 
  8:30am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Wednesday, February 1 
  8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Thursday, February 2 
Candlemas-Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
Blessing of Candles 
  8:00am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Friday, February 3 
  8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Saturday, February 4 
Next Sunday, February 5 
Blessing of Throats 
  8:00am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
  9:30am-10:45am|Children’s Faith Formation (St. Benedict’s) 

Next Monday, February 6 
Next Tuesday, February 7 
  8:30am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Next Wednesday, February 8 
  8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Next Thursday, February 9 
  8:30am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Next Friday, February 10 
  8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Next Saturday, February 11 
  9:00am|Food Pantry Distribution (St. Mary’s) 
  

 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
St. Mary’s: 280   St. Benedict’s: 208 

January 22 2023      8:00am: 121     11:00am: 88 
January 15, 2023             8:00am: 124     11:00am: 88 
 

“We go to Mass because we are sinners and we want to receive God’s  
pardon, to participate in the redemption of Jesus, in his forgiveness.” 

Pope Francis, February 12, 2014 

 

The Presentation of Jesus (also known as 
Candlemas) in the temple shows him to 

be the firstborn Son who belongs to 
the Lord.  Jesus is recognized as the  

long-expected Messiah, the “light of the 
nations” and the “glory of Israel.”  

(CCC, no. 529) 
Bring your candles to the Liturgy of the 

Word Communion Service on  
February 2 for a special blessing. 
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WEEKLY READINGS 
Sunday 
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
(Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26-31/ 
Mt 5:1-12a  
Monday 
Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/
Mk 5:1-20  
Tuesday  
Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 
31-32/Mk 5:21-43  
Wednesday 
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 
17-18a/Mk 6:1-6  
Thursday 
Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-
18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  
Friday  
Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc/ 
Mk 6:14-29  
Saturday  
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6/Mk 6:30-34  

VOCATIONS 
“Consider your own calling, brothers 
and sisters…”  
 
We are all called to bear witness to 
Christ in our lives. Could you be 
called to do so as a priest, deacon, or 
consecrated religious? 

 
Contact Fr. Chad Johnson  
(330) 744-8451 or email: 

cjohnson@youngstowndiocese.org 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained 

What is the difference  
between a “Saint” and a 
“Blessed”? 
 
The process of proclaiming 
someone as a saint in the  
Catholic Church has evolved 
over the course of many  
centuries. In the beginning, 
those honored as saints were 
almost exclusively biblical  
figures or martyrs. However, 
after the legalization of  
Christianity in the fourth  
century, new holy women and 
men came to be honored as 
saints, and this was often done 
by popular acclaim or by the 
local bishop or abbot. 
It was Pope Gregory IX (who 
was pope from 1227 to 1241) 
who officially proclaimed that 
only the pope had the authority  
to add someone to the official 
list (the “canon”) of saints.  

This is the meaning of the word 
“canonization.” 
Today, the saint-making  
process includes several steps, 
including detailed studies of the 
person’s life and a recognition 
that they died as a martyr or 
lived a life of “heroic virtue.” 
Once someone is recognized as 
a martyr or if a miracle is  
attributed to their intercession, 
they will be beatified and 
honored as “Blessed.” This 
means that they can be  
celebrated by Catholics in a 
particular country or region or 
by the members of certain  
religious community. If another 
miracle occurs and is approved, 
then the “Blessed” is canonized 
and honored with the title 
“Saint,” meaning that they are 
now officially recognized as a 
universal model of holiness and 
an intercessor. ©LPi 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, January 29 
 8:00am |† Bob & Ruth Smith by Bill & Diana Smith 
11:00am|† Ruth Chipko by Family & Friends 
Wednesday, February 1  
 8:30am |† Keith Norris by Marla Madison 

Friday, February 3  
 8:30am | Living & Deceased Members of the Memorial Fund 

Next Sunday, February 5 
 8:00am |† George & Dorothy Albert by Larry & Janice Fernandez 
11:00am|Anniversary blessings for Jan & Martha Mihal 
                  by Rick & Eva Almasy 

Next Wednesday, February 8 
 8:30am |† Cletus “Clete” Rohr by Barbara Rohr 

Next Friday, February 10 
 8:30am |† Ruth Chipko by Rita Oberster 

THE TRAVELING  
CHALICE PROGRAM 
Parishioners are encouraged to 
host the chalice for one week in 
their home.  The program aims to 
help parishioners become more 
aware of the need for vocations 
and to pray for vocations, 
especially those God might be 
calling from our Parish family.  
Please contact the parish office or 
sign up in the sacristy. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
POLICY 
Reporting Child/Vulnerable 
Adult Abuse 
If you or someone you know has been 
abused at any time by a priest, deacon, 
religious, seminarian, person in 
formation, employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Youngstown, or if you believe 
that abuse has occurred or is currently 
occurring, contact civil authorities as well 
as Mr. Dominic Colucy, Safe Environment 
Coordinator/Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, (office) 330-744-8451x293 or 
(response line) 330-718-1388. 
 

Parish Compliance Officer:  
Brenda Jones  (330) 453-2110 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Collection for January 22, 2023……..…..…$3,742.26 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:3 
 
The phrase “poor in spirit” can be confusing. Think of it in this sense – 
poor in spirit means depending on God’s providence and not depending 
on our own self-reliance. Being detached from earthy things (power, 
money, and comfort) and being attached to heavenly things (charity, 
sacrifice, and mercy). Denying ourselves from satisfying our desires and 
helping others obtain their basic needs. 

Sanctuary Candle Intention 
at St. Mary’s 

Week of January 29 
† Tom Doyle, Maurice Weaver & Bob Engel 

by Helen Engel & Mary Jane Weaver 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK —JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 4 
During Catholic Schools Week, we take time to recognize and support 
parents in the fundamental and inalienable right to choose Catholic 
Schools to support the faith formation and excellent education for their 
children. We thank the 151,395 teachers in over 6,841 K through 12 
schools for the witness of love and commitment to parents and young 
people! 

CENTRAL CATHOLIC 
FOOD PANTRY 
Did you know that many students come 
to school on an empty stomach?  After 
school activities also means a long time in 
between meals.  Campus Ministry 
provides a cart with the following items to 
help these students: 
 
Ramen-style soups in a cup  
Pop-tarts | Granola/breakfast bars 
Individual mac & cheese in a cup 
Individual fruit cups/applesauce 
 
This also provides a chance for the 
students to stop in the Campus Ministry 
Office and say “Hello”.  Please place 
donations in the boxes at the entrances 
of both sites.  PLEASE CHECK THE 
EXPIRATION DATES.   
 
Thank you for your generosity!  Any 
questions, please contact Deacon Randy. 

 
HOSPITAL CALLS 
Please notify the parish office 
when you or a loved one is 
hospitalized.  Due to HIPPA 
privacy laws, hospitals do not  
notify us if you or your loved one is  
admitted.  Please understand that the 
office message system is not connected 
to private cell phone numbers.  You are 
always welcome to contact Deacon 
Randy directly. 

YEARLY CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
If you would like a statement of your contributions for 2022, please  
contact the parish office. 

OLD PALMS NEEDED 
Drop off your old palms in the church.  Ashes from the 
palms are used on Ash Wednesday. 

DIOCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN  
ANNUAL WHITE MASS 
The Annual White Mass will be held on Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 
10:30 am at the Cathedral of St. Columba located at 154 W. Wood Street 
in Youngstown celebrating and recognizing the ministry and work of 
those in the health professions Bishop David J. Bonnar will preside. A 
reception will follow in the Cathedral Hall. All are welcome. For more 
information call 330-744-8451 ext. 272 or contact: 
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org.  

 
ST. BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS  
Next Sunday after the Masses 
St. Blaise is the patron of those with throat diseases.  On his day the 
faithful are blessed with this prayer: “Through the intercession of St. 
Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from diseases of the throat 
and from every other illness. In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.”  The minister offering the prayer holds two unlit can-
dles in the form of an X against the bare throat of the recipient. Anyone 
may invoke this blessing.  If a priest or deacon gives it, he makes the 
sign of the cross over the faithful to conclude it. 
Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Mary, the Saints, and Angels © 2020 Archdiocese of  
Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. 

FOOD PANTRY 
Our Food Pantry operates on a monthly basis. If you would like to  
register, or know someone who could use help with food, cleaning 
supplies and home products, please contact Linda Miller:  
330-936-2335 or lmFaithFamily@gmail.com. 






