
                                        FEBRUARY 26, 2023 | 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 

OUR MISSION 
We are people of God, celebrating our faith as a parish. With diverse roots and unique 
talents, we strive to love and serve God and neighbor. As we gather in prayer and 
worship to praise our Lord, we share a communion of faith, grace, and service. We 
endeavor to live as Christians by reaching out to our brothers and sisters, proclaiming 
the Word, demonstrating compassion, and by sharing our faith through evangelization 
in order to make our parish a community of love and service. 

GET IN TOUCH 
Parish Office 
330-453-2110 
www.stmary-stbenedict.com 
stmarystbenedict2011@gmail.com 
Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 
9:00am-3:00pm 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30am | Communion Service  
St. Mary’s 
Wednesdays & Fridays 
8:30am St. Mary’s 

Weekends 
Sundays | 8:00am | St. Mary’s 
11:00am | St. Benedict’s 

Confession 
Second Sunday of the Month 
  9:00am | St. Mary’s 
10:30am | St. Benedict’s 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Diocesan Pastoral Associate & 
DRE 
Deacon Randy Smith  
330-323-5904 
Secretary/Sacristan 
Brenda Jones 
Facilities Manager 
Shawn Roush 
Bookkeeper 
Mary Puskarich 
Children’s Faith Formation 
Principal 
Lee Ann Smith | 330-575-0918 
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WELCOME! 
With a full heart, we open our arms 
to you in friendship. We are honored 
to share this day with you as we 
worship God. We hope that the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 
other events posted on our website 
and Facebook page will touch your 
heart and that you experience a 
sense of peace. We also hope you will 
continue in the knowledge that  
St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish is a home 
away from home. 
 
If you wish to join our parish 
family, register at the parish office 
or call the office at 330-453-2110 to 
register over the phone! 
 
Deacon Randy is always available to 
you. You are welcome to contact him 
directly at 330-323-5904. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, February 26  
 8:00am |Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
 9:30am-10:45am|Children’s Faith Formation (St. Benedict’s) 

Monday, February 27 
Tuesday, February  28 
 8:30am |Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 
 6:30pm-7:30pm|Amazing Love—Adoration/Meditation (St. Benedict’s) 

Wednesday, March 1 
 8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Thursday, March 2 
 8:30am |Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Friday, March 3 
8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass 
7:00pm | Stations of the Cross (St. Benedict’s) 

Saturday, March 4 
Next Sunday, March 5 
 8:00am |Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
No Children’s Faith Formation  
11:00am-4:00pm | Confirmation Retreat (St. Benedict’s) 

Next Monday, March 6 
Next Tuesday, March 7 
8:00am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Next Wednesday, March 8 
8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Next Thursday, March 9 
 8:30am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Next Friday, March 10 
 8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass 
 7:00pm|Stations of the Cross (St. Benedict’s) 

Next Saturday, March 11 
9:00am | Food Pantry Distribution (St. Mary’s) 

 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
St. Mary’s: 280   St. Benedict’s: 208 

February 19, 2023     8:00am: 112    11:00am:  85 
February 12, 2023     8:00am: 111    11:00am:  90 
 

“We go to Mass because we are sinners and we want to receive God’s  
pardon, to participate in the redemption of Jesus, in his forgiveness.” 

Pope Francis, February 12, 2014 
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WEEKLY READINGS 
Sunday 
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 
17 (see 3a)/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12,  
17-19/Mt 4:1-11 
Monday 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10,  
15/Mt 25:31-46  
Tuesday  
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17,  
18-19/Mt 6:7-15  
Wednesday 
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/ 
Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday 
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12  
Friday 
Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 507a,  
7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday 
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5,  
7-8/Mt 5:43-48 

VOCATIONS 
Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the 
desert for forty days of prayer and 
fasting.  
 
 
Are you open to being led by the Holy 
Spirit into the state in life God has 
prepared for you?  
 
 

If you are considering a vocation to 
the priesthood or consecrated life, 

contact Fr. Chad Johnson  
(330) 744-8451 or email: 

cjohnson@youngstowndiocese.org 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained 

Question: 
Why do Catholics eat fish on 
Fridays during Lent? 
 
For centuries, meatless Fridays were 
the norm for Catholics throughout the 
world. Friday was chosen because that 
was the day on which Jesus died, and 
Christians wanted to find a way to 
honor that day with special prayers 
and acts of penance and self-denial. 
The practice of abstaining from meat 
on Fridays — under pain of sin — grew 
out of that desire, and it became an 
official part of Church teaching until 
the time of the Second Vatican Council. 
 
In the 1960s, there was a shift in the 
Church’s thinking, in large part  
because there was a recognition that 
differences in cultures and economic 
realities meant that eating or not  
eating meat had different meanings 
for different peoples. For example, in 
cultures that were largely dependent 
on seafood or a vegetarian diet,  
abstaining from meat was no sacrifice 
at all.  

 
While in other places, eating fish and  
other kinds of seafood was actually 
something rare and special and not a 
sacrifice. This was all part of a basic 
reflection on “why we do what we do” 
among the Church’s pastors. 
 
Today, Catholics throughout the world 
are still instructed to abstain from 
meat on the Fridays of Lent. The  
bishops of some countries, such as in 
England and Wales, ask Catholics to 
abstain from meat every Friday,  
continuing the older tradition. The 
Bishops of the United States have  
taken a slightly different approach, 
encouraging Catholics to honor Friday 
as a special day by abstaining from 
meat every Friday or by taking on 
some other work of penance or charity 
for the sake of others. 
 
Regardless of what we choose to do, 
the real value in all of this is to see a 
reflection of Good Friday in each  
Friday, to remember the self-giving 
love of Jesus, and to honor that love 
through some sort of sacrifice or act of 
mercy.  ©LPi 



4 | NEWS AND EVENTS 
St. Mary / St. Benedict Parish | www.stmary-stbenedict.com 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, February 26 
 8:00am |† Bob Bowe by Family 
11:00am|† Judy Neininger by Ted Neininger 
Wednesday, March 1 
 8:30am |† Bob Engel by Helen Engel 

Friday, March 3 
 8:30am |Living & Deceased Members of the Memorial Fund 

Next Sunday, March 5 
 8:00am |† Jerry & Connie Donahue by Family 
11:00am|Youth of the Parish & Diocese by Parish Family 
Next Wednesday, March 8 
 8:30am |† Cletus “Clete” Rohr by Marlene Weekley 

Next Friday, March 10 
 8:30am |Seminarians of the Diocese of Youngstown  
 

THE TRAVELING  
CHALICE PROGRAM 
Parishioners are encouraged to 
host the chalice for one week in 
their home.  The program aims to 
help parishioners become more 
aware of the need for vocations 
and to pray for vocations, 
especially those God might be 
calling from our Parish family.  
Please contact the parish office or 
sign up in the sacristy. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
POLICY 
Reporting Child/Vulnerable 
Adult Abuse 
If you or someone you know has been 
abused at any time by a priest, deacon, 
religious, seminarian, person in 
formation, employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Youngstown, or if you believe 
that abuse has occurred or is currently 
occurring, contact civil authorities as well 
as Mr. Dominic Colucy, Safe Environment 
Coordinator/Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, (office) 330-744-8451x293 or 
(response line) 330-718-1388. 
 

Parish Compliance Officer:  
Brenda Jones  (330) 453-2110 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Collection for February 19, 2023……….…$3,473.30 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 
“It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you 
serve.’”    Matthew 4:10 
 
Tempted between the riches and power of this world and service to God, 
Jesus chose service to His Father.  If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, 
too, must decide to turn away from worldly power and riches and put 
God at the center of our lives.  Lent is our time to prune ourselves of 
earthly things, and develop and nurture heavenly things.  Lent is time to 
repent and let go of the other “gods” we have put before God. 

Sanctuary Candle Intention 
at St. Benedict’s 
Week of February 26 
† David Horansky 

by Mary Theresa Paonessa 

Sanctuary Candle Intention 
at St. Mary’s 

Week of February 26 
† Walter “Joe” Brunner 

by Ruth Brunner 
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CENTRAL CATHOLIC 
FOOD PANTRY 
Did you know that many students come 
to school on an empty stomach?  After 
school activities also means a long time in 
between meals.  Campus Ministry 
provides a cart with the following items to 
help these students: 
 
Ramen-style soups in a cup  
Pop-tarts | Granola/breakfast bars 
Individual mac & cheese in a cup 
Individual fruit cups/applesauce 
 
This also provides a chance for the 
students to stop in the Campus Ministry 
Office and say “Hello”.  Please place 
donations in the boxes at the entrances 
of both sites.  PLEASE CHECK THE 
EXPIRATION DATES.   
 
Thank you for your generosity!  Any 
questions, please contact Deacon Randy. 

 LENT… 
A time of repentance 
Lent is a time of repentance and of  
uniting ourselves to Christ during his 40 
days in the desert.  During this sacred  
seasons, CRS Rice Bowl—Catholic Relief 
Services’ Lenten faith-in-action  
program—invites us to reflect on how 
caring for our neighbor is caring for 
Christ. 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
thirsty and you gave me drink.”  

(Matthew 25:35) 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
One in Hope, One in Mission 
Just a few days ago, we began our annual observance of Lent.  We know that 
this sacred time is characterized by our increased awareness of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving.  We unite closer to God in our daily conversations with him; we 
examine those things that keep us from placing him at the center of our lives; 
and we focus on the ways we can extend God’s blessings in our own lives to the 
lives of our brothers and sisters in need.  A wonderful way we, as a diocesan 
family, come together to do just that is through our support of the Annual  
Diocesan Appeal: One in Hope, One in Mission.  60 cents of ever dollar raised 
goes to the service of our brothers and sisters in need through the compassion-
ate ministry of Catholic Charities in our six counties.  The remaining 40 cents is 
used to enhance a wide variety of ministries in our parishes, schools, and other 
institutions throughout the diocese. Together, we are working to raise 
$4,000,000 to fulfill our mission.  Our parish share of that goal is $26,100.  
Please complete and return your pledge card, either received in the mail or 
picked up at Church, as soon as possible.  Your support is invaluable in our 
reaching our goal.  For more information about the work of the appeal or to 
make a gift online, please visit www.doy.org.  On behalf of Bishop Bonnar, and 
all who will be ministered to by your generosity – thank you.  Through our 
shared commitment to prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we hope, “That all may 
be one!” 

 

AMAZING LOVE 
February 28  | 6:30pm-7:30pm | St. Benedict’s 
 
A night of adoration/meditation  
 
You may quietly pray, read Scripture, say a rosary, meditate on the life of  
Jesus Christ, or use some of the prayer materials available.  
 

TUESDAY COMMUNION SERVICES IN MARCH 
During the month of March, our Tuesday Communion Services 
will be held at 8:00am.  There will be no Communion Service on  
April 4.  We will resume our normal time on April 11. 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION BIBLE STUDY 
Beginning March 12 from 9:30am-10:30am | St. Benedict’s 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega” says the Lord God, “the one who is 
and who was and who is to come, the almighty.” 
 
Everyone is welcome! 








