
MARCH 5, 2023 | 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 

OUR MISSION 
We are people of God, celebrating our faith as a parish. With diverse roots and unique 
talents, we strive to love and serve God and neighbor. As we gather in prayer and 
worship to praise our Lord, we share a communion of faith, grace, and service. We 
endeavor to live as Christians by reaching out to our brothers and sisters, proclaiming 
the Word, demonstrating compassion, and by sharing our faith through evangelization 
in order to make our parish a community of love and service. 

GET IN TOUCH 
Parish Office 
330-453-2110 
www.stmary-stbenedict.com 
stmarystbenedict2011@gmail.com 
Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 
9:00am-3:00pm 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30am | Communion Service  
St. Mary’s 
Wednesdays & Fridays 
8:30am St. Mary’s 

Weekends 
Sundays | 8:00am | St. Mary’s 
11:00am | St. Benedict’s 

Confession 
Second Sunday of the Month 
  9:00am | St. Mary’s 
10:30am | St. Benedict’s 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Diocesan Pastoral Associate & 
DRE 
Deacon Randy Smith  
330-323-5904 
Secretary/Sacristan 
Brenda Jones 
Facilities Manager 
Shawn Roush 
Bookkeeper 
Mary Puskarich 
Children’s Faith Formation 
Principal 
Lee Ann Smith | 330-575-0918 
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WELCOME! 
With a full heart, we open our arms 
to you in friendship. We are honored 
to share this day with you as we 
worship God. We hope that the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 
other events posted on our website 
and Facebook page will touch your 
heart and that you experience a 
sense of peace. We also hope you will 
continue in the knowledge that  
St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish is a home 
away from home. 
 
If you wish to join our parish 
family, register at the parish office 
or call the office at 330-453-2110 to 
register over the phone! 
 
Deacon Randy is always available to 
you. You are welcome to contact him 
directly at 330-323-5904. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, March 5 
 8:00am |Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
No Children’s Faith Formation  
11:00am-4:00pm | Confirmation Retreat (St. Benedict’s) 

Monday, March 6 
Tuesday, March 7 
8:00am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Wednesday, March 8 
8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Thursday, March 9 
 8:30am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Friday, March 10 
 8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass 
 7:00pm|Stations of the Cross (St. Benedict’s) 

Saturday, March 11 
9:00am | Food Pantry Distribution (St. Mary’s) 
Next Sunday, March 12  
 8:00am |Mass (St. Mary’s) 
11:00am|Mass (St. Benedict’s) 
 9:30am-10:45am|Children’s Faith Formation (St. Benedict’s) 

Next Monday, March 13 
Next Tuesday, March 14 
 8:00am|Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 

Next Wednesday, March 15 
 8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 

Next Thursday, March 16 
8:30am |Liturgy of the Word with Communion (St. Mary’s) 
6:30pm-8:00pm | Adoration & Confessions (St. Mary’s) 

Next Friday, March 17 
8:30am|Mass (St. Mary’s) 
Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass 
7:00pm | Stations of the Cross (St. Benedict’s) 

Next Saturday, March 18 

 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
St. Mary’s: 280   St. Benedict’s: 208 

February 26, 2023     8:00am: 100    11:00am:  73 
February 19, 2023     8:00am: 112    11:00am:  85 
 

“We go to Mass because we are sinners and we want to receive God’s  
pardon, to participate in the redemption of Jesus, in his forgiveness.” 

Pope Francis, February 12, 2014 

An Evening of Reconciliation  
Wednesday, March 8  
Please join us for “The Light is ON for You ~ An 
Evening of Reconciliation” will be celebrated 
throughout the Diocese on Wednesday, March 
8. If you know of family members or friends 
who have been away from the Catholic 
Church, please invite them to come home this 
Lent —the light will be ON for them.  

Local parishes available: 
Christ the Servant from 7:00pm-8:30pm 
St. Anthony/All Saints from 6:00pm-8:00pm 
St. Michael’s from 6:30-8:00pm 
St. Paul’s from 6:00pm-9:00pm 
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WEEKLY READINGS 
Sunday 
Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 
(22)/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9  
Monday 
Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 
6:36-38  
Tuesday  
Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
and 23/Mt 23:1-12  
Wednesday 
Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 
20:17-28 
Thursday 
Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 
16:19-31  
Friday 
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-
17, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46  
Saturday 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,  
9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

VOCATIONS 
“He saved us and called us to a holy life, 
not according to our works but 
according to his own design...” 
 
 If you think God is offering you the 
grace of a vocation to the priesthood 
or consecrated life, contact: 

 Fr. Chad Johnson  
(330) 744-8451 or email: 

cjohnson@youngstowndiocese.org 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained 

Question: 
 
Lent always seems to help me  
renew my relationship with God 
and strengthen my religious prac-
tice. Do you have any suggestions 
as to what I could do to achieve 
that the rest of the year? 
 
Answer: 
The obvious answer may seem to 
be to do whatever you do during 
Lent all year round. But part of the 
power of Lent is that we focus as a 
community on renewing our faith 
and preparing for Easter. Our  
Lenten practices have a purpose 
and a goal. Therein lies the secret. 
When we focus our efforts on one 
virtue, or try to change one bad 
habit, or seek to deepen our  
understanding of one aspect of 
faith, we focus our efforts and give 
our full attention to what we are 
trying to accomplish. We tend to 
be more successful achieving our 

goals. More importantly, it has a 
ripple effect in our lives: one thing 
changes or is added to the spiritual 
mix of our lives and many aspects 
are changed. 
 
All too often we leave our spiritual 
growth to chance and the practice 
of faith to habit, and then wonder 
why we have no sense of growth 
or progress. Think of it in terms of 
exercise. We walk, lift weights, 
bend and stretch to attain the 
maximum benefit from what we 
do. In addition, to keep those  
benefits, we eat healthful food and 
get enough vitamins and rest.  
Spirituality requires the same kind 
of attention: we pray, fast, read the 
Bible, receive sacraments, and do 
charitable work to maximize the 
benefits of practicing faith.  
Keeping Lent year round keeps us 
in spiritual shape! ©LPi 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Sunday, March 5 
 8:00am |† Jerry & Connie Donahue by Family 
11:00am|Youth of the Parish & Diocese by Parish Family 
Wednesday, March 8 
 8:30am |† Cletus “Clete” Rohr by Marlene Weekley 

Friday, March 10 
 8:30am |Seminarians of the Diocese of Youngstown  

Next Sunday, March 12  
 8:00am |† Francis & Gladys Weekley by Marlene Weekley & Family 
11:00am|† John V. Kendrick by Janet Kendrick & Family 
Next Wednesday, March 15 
 8:30am |† Richard “Dick” Freday by Barb Freday 

Next Friday, March 17 
 8:30am |† Joe Zucal by Conrad & Bobbie Zucal 

 

THE TRAVELING  
CHALICE PROGRAM 
Parishioners are encouraged to 
host the chalice for one week in 
their home.  The program aims to 
help parishioners become more 
aware of the need for vocations 
and to pray for vocations, 
especially those God might be 
calling from our Parish family.  
Please contact the parish office or 
sign up in the sacristy. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
POLICY 
Reporting Child/Vulnerable 
Adult Abuse 
If you or someone you know has been 
abused at any time by a priest, deacon, 
religious, seminarian, person in 
formation, employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Youngstown, or if you believe 
that abuse has occurred or is currently 
occurring, contact civil authorities as well 
as Mr. Dominic Colucy, Safe Environment 
Coordinator/Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, (office) 330-744-8451x293 or 
(response line) 330-718-1388. 
 

Parish Compliance Officer:  
Brenda Jones  (330) 453-2110 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Collection for February 26, 2023……….…$5,611.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 
“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a 
land that I will show you.”  Genesis 12:1 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to follow Him, 
placing our complete trust in Him.  Some of the old ways that we 
struggle to leave behind might be materialism, selfishness and 
greed.  Yet, God promises to show us a new land and a better way to 
live.  Remember what St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us 
to be successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

Blessed Mother  
Candle Intention 

at St. Mary’s 
Week of March 5 

† Teresa Richard 
by Toni Ostapack-Padgett 

Sanctuary Candle Intention 
at St. Mary’s 

Week of March 5 
† Denise Himes 

by Scott Himes 
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CENTRAL CATHOLIC 
FOOD PANTRY 
Did you know that many students come 
to school on an empty stomach?  After 
school activities also means a long time in 
between meals.  Campus Ministry 
provides a cart with the following items to 
help these students: 
 
Ramen-style soups in a cup  
Pop-tarts | Granola/breakfast bars 
Individual mac & cheese in a cup 
Individual fruit cups/applesauce 
 
This also provides a chance for the 
students to stop in the Campus Ministry 
Office and say “Hello”.  Please place 
donations in the boxes at the entrances 
of both sites.  PLEASE CHECK THE 
EXPIRATION DATES.   
 
Thank you for your generosity!  Any 
questions, please contact Deacon Randy. 

 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
One in Hope, One in Mission 
Each year on this 2nd Sunday of Lent, we hear the story of the Transfiguration of 
the Lord.  In that account, Peter says to the Lord, “It is good that we are here”, as 
they witness the transfiguring power of God.  We are called to respond in the 
same way, as we strive to bring that radiant light of Christ into the hearts and 
homes of those in need. Indeed, it is good that we are here – ready and willing 
to make a difference for so many in need.  This weekend, we continue to join 
with parishes throughout the diocese in response to the Annual Diocesan  
Appeal: One in Hope, One in Mission, as we work to do our part in meeting 
the $4,000,000 diocesan goal, of which our parish share is $26,100.  Thank you 
to those who have already made a prayerful response to the Appeal. If you did 
not receive information in the mail and have not made your response, please 
take a brochure from Church today and consider making a gift commitment to 
the Appeal this week.  Your support is essential in continuing to bring the light 
of hope and the mission of the Church into our world.  For more information 
about the work of the appeal or to make a gift online, please visit www.doy.org.   

ADORATION & CONFESSIONS 
March 16|| 6:30-8:00pm | St. Mary’s 
Lent is a privileged time for celebrating the Sacrament of Penance. 
While reconciliation is what God does, receiving it and celebrating it 
are what we do. For Catholics, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a 
most natural way to celebrate God’s reconciliation.  

TUESDAY COMMUNION 
SERVICES IN MARCH 
During the month of March, our 
Tuesday Communion Services 
will be held at 8:00am.  There will be 
no Communion Service on  April 4.  
We will resume our normal time on 
April 11. 
 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION BIBLE STUDY 
Beginning March 12 from 9:30am-10:30am | St. Benedict’s 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega” says the Lord God, “the one who is and who was 
and who is to come, the almighty.” 
 
Everyone is welcome! 

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 
This is a FREE event, registration is required 
 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship of the Diocese of Youngstown will hold this 
year’s Men’s Conference in Saturday, March 25, 2023 at JFK Catholic 
High School in Warren, Ohio. Doors open at 8:00 am and the confer-
ence will run from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 
am with Bishop David Bonnar. 
 

To make a reservation, go to www.CMFDOY.org.  

ST ANTHONY/ALL SAINTS LENTEN RETREAT 
Luncheon and Retreat on March 18 
We will begin with a meal and fellowship in the Friendship Room at noon,  
followed by our featured speaker, Fr. Ed Keck.  Fr. Ed is widely known as an 
exciting and deeply spiritual presenter, and has previously served as pastor of 
Holy Trinity Parish in Zoar, Sacred Heart in New Philadelphia, and St. Francis 
DeSales Parish in Newcomerstown before retiring. 
 
We will have refreshments in the afternoon, with a brief reflection period after 
which all attendants are invited to join us for the 4:00pm Vigil Mass. 




